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Joseph Rotation  
Living in a Land of Many Colors  

Science Workshop:  Stepping Stones 
Bible Text: Genesis 37, and 39-50 

Memory Verse: Romans 8:28 NIV 

“We know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him.”     

PURPOSE: The children will create concrete stepping stones with multi colored marbles 
representing Joseph’s Dream coat and the symbol of the cross. The stepping stones will 
remind us that God is with us in every step of our lives. 

Objectives for the Rotation 
At the end of the rotation, the students will: 

• be able to locate Genesis and identify it as the first book in the Bible and the place 
where the stories of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph can be found. 

• identify Joseph as one of Jacob’s twelve sons and Jacob as the son of Isaac and 
the grandson of Abraham and Sarah. 

• retell the story of how God saved Joseph through Joseph’s interpretation of 
Pharaoh’s dreams and how Joseph is reconciled with his brothers and reunited 
with his father.  They will learn the events, or stepping stones that shaped Joesph’s 
life. 

• understand how God can use a deed intended for evil to fulfill his promise and 
purpose. 

• begin to understand that God is their faithful friend and He is always with them. 
• begin to understand that God has a good plan for them. 
• Know that God is sovereign over all, evil and good. 
• be able to repeat the memory verse. 

 
Teacher Preparation in Advance:  

• Read the scripture passages and lesson plan and watch the video Bible study on 
our website:  www.gloriadeikids.org 

• Learn the memory verse. 
• Consider the age level adjustments needed each week (those included in the lesson 

plan and your own). 
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• The design of this workshop is very intentional. The activities and discussion 
questions for this workshop were designed to meet the goals of the entire rotation 
and the educational objectives of the Rotation Model (tm) at Gloria Dei. While we 
feel it is important to follow the serendipitous leading of the Holy Spirit, please do not 
change the lesson plan without consulting one of our Sunday School Design Team 
Members. 

• Check out the space before your first Sunday workshop so that you know where 
everything is located and where the stepping stones will dry indoors each week. 

• Work with the Sunday School Coordinator regarding Supplies and where they will be 
kept each week.  

• Prepare stepping stone cards based on the stepping stones in Joseph’s life.  
 
Materials: 
• 3” Straight sided tins/one per child 
• Fine concrete for making stepping-stone 
• Variety of colored glass objects (no sharp edges) 
• Faith Journal sheet explaining what each color represents 
• Vaseline  
• Hose/water 
• Mixing Sticks, such as paint stir sticks 
• Bibles 
• Pencils 
• Buckets for mixing cement 
• Paper towels and other clean up materials as needed 
• Masking Tape/Sharpie Marker 
 
Lesson:  
Greet the children and introduce yourself. Wear your name-tag. (Remember, you are 
interacting with a different group of students each week who may not know you.) Make 
sure the children are wearing name-tags.  

Open with prayer: “Dear Jesus, help us to learn about the many stepping-stones in 
Joseph’s life and remind us that we need to listen to you as we go though life on our 
own stepping-stones.  Amen.”  

Explain to the kids they are going to make stepping stones and that they will need to 
mix up the concrete.  That we will be learning about the story of Joseph and how he had 
many stepping stones in his life.  Have the kids find the story of Joseph in the Bible:  
Genesis 37-50.  Note how long it is....  Explain that while they are mixing concrete, you 
will read the summary of the story of Joseph.  You may use the Background Information 
document attached with this lesson plan or read from the Children’s Bible.  The 
Background Information summary is taken from the main points in the Bible. 

When both the concrete and the summary are finished, proceed with explaining how to 
assemble the stepping stone and the discussion points.  
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Activity/Mixing Cement: 
The cement mixing ratio varies due to the type of cement but make each stone 1 1/4 
inch thick and record the recipe for reference the next week.  Buckets should be filled 
with dry cement before class, have children add water and mix.   

Have children spread Vaseline around the interior of the stepping stone mold before 
pouring in the cement.  This will help the stone come out more easily after it is set. 

After the cement is well mixed children pour the cement into their stepping stone mold.  
Have children make a heart shape and a cross shape in the middle of the stepping-
stone.   

Arrange glass beads and decorations on stepping-stones.  The stones are to be placed 
in a circle. A circle is never ending, like God's Love.  Remind the children what each 
color represents.  

• Blue: Peace (Joseph had a PEACEFUL attitude that attracted some to him, and 
made others jealous)  

• Green: Faith (Joseph never lost FAITH in God, even though his brothers sold him 
into slavery)  

• Red: Love (Joseph LOVED to serve God, and in serving God Joseph was able to 
love his brothers)  

• Yellow: Courage (Joseph was successful because his faith gave him COURAGE 
say what God wanted) 

*** Note: This project will have to be picked up the following week. Be sure to tape the  
child’s name to the side of the tin. ***  

Discuss:  
How Joseph had may different Stepping Stones and read each card in order. 

Stepping Stones in Joseph’s Life  
1. Shepherd: Joseph was a shepherd like his brothers.  
2. Coat of Many Colors:  Joseph received a very colorful coat which made his  

brothers mad  
3. Dreams:  Joseph had dreams of his family bowing down to him  
4. Slavery:  Joseph was sold to a merchant  
5. Egypt:  Joseph was sold to an Egyptian, Potifar 
6. Servant:  Joseph worked hard and pleased his master  
7. Jail: Joseph was thrown into jail because the Potifar’s wife lied  
8. Dream Interpreter:  Joseph is called to interpret Pharaoh’s dreams  
9. Ruler of Egypt:  Joseph is made second in command of all of Egypt and saves the 

land from famine. 
10.Brother’s Visit: Joseph is able to forgive his brothers and save his family from 

starving. 
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What are some of the important events or happenings that have occurred in their 
lives?  Stepping Stones in children’s lives may include:  

· Birthday · Baptism · Being given responsibilities at home/school  
· Learning a new skill (riding a bike, swinging etc.) · Starting school  

Closing: 
Please pass out the Faith Journal Sheets and ask students to put their name on their 
sheet.   

Note:  You may wish to pass this paper out earlier in the lesson.  The questions on the 
Faith Journal Sheet refer to the reflection questions above about the stepping stones in 
the child’s life.   

If there is extra time shuffle the cards depicting the stepping stones in Joseph’s life and 
ask the students to put them in order. 
 
Remind them that God promises to be with us every step we take in life. We can be 
faithful to God in each step we take by looking to Jesus example (WWJD) and praying 
for guidance/help so we can become the person God wants us to be. 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, you are so loving and kind. Help us to remember You are with 
us through the different stepping-stones of our life, even when life is hard You become 
our stones to guide us. You Rock! In Jesus name we pray.  Amen. 

Please have students help with clean up. 
The shepherd will guide students to Closing time when the lesson is finished. 

Thank you so much for working with our children!!! 

References: 

http://rotation.infopop.cc/eve/forums/a/tpc/f/4997080653/m/955600654 
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